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of the Hesulution. History s s frolt bl: ?Iﬂn T ok
ful topic to speak aboul but hard to bl g o A
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‘bly when Charles the First granted line. It was an Important mﬂ
ui Falrfax mannr, be had no llea as and they sent a man with him w
1o the extent of the demaln that be rode with Faul Eevere and had an
was piven into private ownership. equal part in that service that uight.
Tt was more Lhan twenty years after s name is practically unknewn o
that king wos esecubed that Jobn the country at large. OUnly the re

Lederer made his first sxploration,
and on hils third expedition he reach-!
ed Liee mountaln at seme point west
sof the first gap In the Dlue Rhige|
‘south of the Potomas Rlver passage
In that moontaln. He turned to
Tetrace his stéps at some high peak
fof the Allepghenfes which he named
‘Moant Charles. Thisin 1670, In the
_feign of Charles the Second. As
we know now the Falrfax grant eom-
prissd twenly-two ocountles undar tha
“pame of Lhe Northern Neek,
! Itwas in this territory with the
‘metlimg place at Culpeper Court
_Heame that the first body of Minute
- Men gsembled and orpanized a regi-
‘ment in the spring of 1775, North-
#m histuriuns later were moved to
chim the name for the soliliers of
New England and they played upen
(tbe harp & continoously and sn long
Tthat they have almest obtained a i
‘Helolt by pawession. As o matter
.of fact 1he name of Minute Men and
mmﬁmﬂﬂ" I:ld distinctive flag
WETE wdopted by the northern
etk 3fd untll long alter the fey.
tlution and the name and record be
viooged W Virginia aluge.

My matvre conetusion I thut Xew
Esgland histurians will sieq) any
whory found Isitg bume, That we
Weit Vieginlans wio nETE

searcher is able Lo dig it out of the
recond.  The messoge was entrusted
to Willlams Dawes and FPaul Hevere
rode willi him.

The minute men movement was
prubably the most important and
Tar reaching of all the Innovations of
the experiment in liberty as voleed
Ly the Declaration of Independence.

It Is pot to0 much to say that it
outlines the military policy of the
United States toduy us It Lias been
from the Lime of its |nception. The
theory of the minute men as an insti-
Lution is that every able bLodied man
14 4 putential soldier skilled in Lhe use
of arms whoe s on guanl EVErY Mgl |
ol his life, attending Lo his usual oo |
Cupation baot resdy pf gli Litmes Lul
defend Lis eountry

The word militia that Was soupht
Lo b used in its pluce doss not ade-
tualely describe this peculiar Amer-
bean jostitution uf BVery man a Plen-
:.{:ll _Iib;’hlcr hl!.u lives in peace. We
ave the standing army. That ix ap
Gld weirld IRsYitutlon, We see g sol.
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i enough of them
to furn & nucleus in Lime of wyr
Anuvthir Important branch is u‘;
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the time might be conjectured {Tom
the last words of George Washington,
THistory rays that his Jast wornds wera:
“1 look forwasd 10 the event with|
perfect resignation.” What he did
say wasa mutter In delicium: **Never
trust o nlgger with 2 gun' It iy

'needless to say that the Lime has
come with the improvement of the
ages that all classes and condithons of |
eltizens of the United Stutel are to
be trusted with guns, and it is upon
the thought of our able hodled Aght-
ing men, of whatever mlor or ereed,
that we le down each night in peace
and safety.

1t Is perhaps bettar entitled to the
designation of preparedness. Loyaity,
courage, strength and the use of wea-
pons of precision may be better lvarn-
&d In the home than in Lhe varracks,
The poliey of minute men for de-
fense was apparent to.John Randalply,
whose advent In Congress in 179%, was
the beginning of the plun on which
our militaty desense is founded. Ile
was agalnst the professional ‘soldicr,
He sald that to ve safe, citizen wnd
soldler must be synanymous terms.
The danger of military despalism at
home was far miere  duangernts 1o a
free stule than Toreign dungers.  foe-
ginnlng ot that time, the polley of

1 thils country of a small standing _
has proved to be wise. John Man-
‘dolph sald that the armings and

counter armings of the old couniries
had raised national debts Lo ustonish-

Ing amounts and sent their laborers

supppcrless to bed. e said of the
minute men o \'Imlnlnl that ]
were ralsed Ina minute, arned ina

:’;‘:“lﬁi mﬂm s minute, foughit

minu

minite, ¥anyuished ina

America, that s the United States,
taught the world Lnnpund‘ul:lm:.
of 3 great military budyet on tis

world. All arguments for o rg
are based on the perience of the
United Stutes, L sl
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it G ey il B s i falr conjord
Marshnll, asfterwanls Clhilel
Justhoe, Is U wne Lhal Ll fmlllll-
shionhl e given. Ilis was probably
thie master mlnd of that Iﬂlnﬁj
s rank was that of Jiewtenant, "
lils fatler was Llere s mujor of the
relment then furmed., bo “‘L‘- |il‘1lj]
tleully certaln Uhat Joln J'Mdml'
tadd much todo with e detalls o
. salinn.
“E‘II::?;:‘:L remmbered  now fof the
name minute men, for the fBag it
they mlupted, for the uniform con-
"-Lfi,n,; of the watumnis, buckislls in
thelr bats, mountain  rifes for Lhe
arm, tomabanks and sealping knives
I thelr belts.  ILds  ploin tole seen
by Lheir dress that they were Trom
ti1g mountaimns aml nob Toom te ]!ll-
wricus bow lands. On thelr liunting
coats they had on  their besoms the
words “Liberiy or Dhealh,' amd un
thelr flag was a plelure of a2 rattle-
snake wilh twelve ratlles, sne for
each colony, the heul Lo represent
Vieginia. rattlesnake was colled
ready to strike. The fag had the
word minuts mih on it with tee for-
Lher desiymalion uf Calpeper, and un-

how i

that Juhin

der the serpent were the words,
“Don’t Tread o Me!™

It was a great fighting unit then
formed. Its example was specdily
followed by all of uhe moontain and
the Valles counlies. When that first
regiment marched within ofew weeks
1o the low lands Lo take poassssion of
the capitod of Virginia ar Williams
burg, thelr warlike and fervcious ap-
PEArAnce alruck Lertor to the bearts
of e town dwellers Especially
|that bammer with a strange device,
'Then it was that sofL busprerd dienicens
of  Ude-water eounlivs  cotimenesd
allitng wsseakes, [rom the picinfes
of Lhe rutlieaa ks uniler wihilel our
forefazien, marcted, aml lnally they
?1! ppliml It 1o Ll People of West
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country now oecupled by Lhe eastern
panbandle by Daniel Morgan, Under
Morgan they marched north and
reached Québec by Uhe December,
1735, anil joined in the attack on
Quebee an December 31, 1775, where
they were led by Morean,  From that
time until the baitle of the Cowpens,
January 16, 1771, Morparl was active
at Loie aml abread. He gdvanesd
In the service of the contlnental ar-
mies to the rank of peneral, and he
was never defeated. Tl scems to
have Lad ot his eommand all of the
troops  of this part of Virginia,
whiether they were at boma or atroad

I is a hiktorieal faor gt Virvinia
had to look to her western border
and that she  was In far more danger
!Hrn-rn Indian raids than from any

ritlsh army.

There 5 nn dogke that the minute
{ men of Virginia from the mountains
turned Lhe seale that defeated Curn.
=allls In Lie lasy year of the Hehiting
1351, Th_u;; the minute men, goll-
ered ab  Kilgs Mountain ag) fuughit

| and win Lhe Lattle and rame back ol

| thelr farms, Mofgan wirj than
a 1000 won fhe bartle u;' llt:‘ﬂl-
Pens. Amd whenasy tesult of Lhgt
bmatile Curnwalifs muarehied to the ey

ty, In 1781,
This was an organiza

of Hanly County, in response (o4
quest from Lond Cornwallis de
with two of Juhn Claypole

who had gone to Smth
confer with the Britlsh ger
was at a time that British

wis 50 strong  In the

of Hampshire County.

Hampshsre County,
Colonel El Posten,
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Claypele way a

that the Colonjes Thae)
and that Englu
At an early date, |g

men under arms,
O the Souatl Furk

(and came ty g healt at
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shuare of U Atlanthe ¢ by
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Then
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&0 in the mountains

gave both the boys eommissions,

sent @ colonel’s  commission Ly g
Jobin Claypole, a rich  farmer
River in Hardy County, then

Col. Vanmeter was in

W,
ud would be In oliarge
that he had a bady of 4

fifteen miles up tie river r
tield, a German Ly thie t-l‘{.h‘:rd n

thon of cltl

awned alarge furm on Lost R'l:::?
e raised a British flag on his plan-
tation and gathssred araund him g
Lirge body of men win had decldied

st thje
Was repuried
thousand
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Vanmeter sent an ox oo
fey Lo Inform Posten,
commanid.  Posten lmme
to the cuunty colunel of |
County  asking for an arm;
handdy minute men Lo cope W
condithms,  osten sald
were s many that If lie
shire troops that they wol
gaged In Lattle with thelr
TMsat these Torles pul Uhig
fortunes In danger, Tha
were dally daring  Moryg
andd take them. 5o pleas
wpon  General Morgan o
hundred men well arméd
offieered and conquer the
the mounted troops come
the fuol as soon us possib

fBod at his approach and while there
wus sume firing there was no pitehed
After they lad captured a
of Torles and  dispersed the
them, they marched to the
the ltaron. Here they found
store of things to ecat and
There was a mill, and a dis-
and barns, and sinokehouses
of gl things, and for severyl
forced the rich old Baron
feed and thelr horses and
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& minute men. Ready to serve
WA ready toeat the bLresd of
Ellemess. It is the spirit of Ameri-
that the Lime wil
euunlry will realize
wl militia has Lmsee

o & wlect bealy of
that the right name fur
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drawing to its close,
sembly met there the other
form a society to ask £

of the streamn from t
originally Known as Tor)
has been chunged
to Teter's Camp Run.




